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Do | Have a Role in Media Literacy?

Media literacy is a special skill that helps you understand and make sense of everything you see,
hear, and read in the media. It is like being a detective: you are figuring out whether what you
are watching, listening to, or reading is reliable and true.

In today’s interconnected world, where information is constantly shared and consumed through
various platforms, media literacy empowers individuals to question, analyze, and evaluate

media content from diverse sources. By developing an awareness of media bias, propaganda
techniques, and the influence of commercial interests, people can better judge the quality

of information and become better equipped to separate fact from fiction. Media literacy
encourages active engagement with media content, prompting an individual’s role in seeking out
multiple perspectives, verifying sources, and considering the broader context of the information
presented. Ultimately, media literacy fosters your role as an informed citizen and empowers you
to participate meaningfully in the democratic process by making informed decisions.

Activity: Media-Literacy Detectives
Instructions
1. Identify an issue or topic that you would like to know more about.
2. Choose three different types of media related to the chosen topic to explore, such as a
news article, a YouTube video, and a social media post.
3. For each piece of media, ask yourself the following questions:
A. Who created it? (A company? A person? Was it paid for?
Sometimes, we do not know who created it.)
When was it created? (Recently? In the past?)
Why was it made? (What 1s it supposed to do or teach?)
Who was it made for? (Who 1s supposed to use it or enjoy it?)
How does it make people feel or think? (What does it do to people?)
. What do you like or dislike about it? (What is good or bad about it?)

4. Record your findings and observations for each piece of media.
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5. Discuss your findings. Share what you learned about media literacy with your classmates
and how it helps you understand the media better.
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