Civitas Lessons on Democracy

Free Association
This Civitas Lesson on Democracy was created by a partnership between civic educators in Florida and Hungary under Civitas: An International Civic Education Exchange Program, administered by the Center for Civic Education and funded by the U.S. Department of Education. The primary lesson author is Krisztina Racz, Trefort Agoston Bilingual Secondary School, Budapest, Hungary. The Center for Civic Education and its partners invite you to teach this lesson and provide feedback to Krisztina Racz (kriszta.racz@gmail.com) and international
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Grade Level/Age: Grade 6–12, depending on the previous knowledge of human rights by the students
Themes: Foundations of Democracy, Rights, Diversity, Human Rights, Current Events
Lesson Description: The students are provided with newspapers, scissors, blank paper, and glue. The class is to be divided into groups, depending on the number of students, maximum 4-5 students/group. Each group should have at least 2-3 daily papers and a magazine, and they have to choose and cut out a photo/picture of a person/place/activity and glue it on the blank paper. After this task is done, the group members have to come up with a story about the given picture. The task is to come up with a story in which at least three basic human rights or human rights violations are included.
Lesson Purpose: To make the students realize that based on the first impression, not everything seems what it is at first sight. Students may be inclined to write a negative story if the picture has something to do, for example, with a homeless person, with a ruined home or with an arrested person while in the process of figuring out the story. When they are ready with the photo and the story, before presenting the story the other groups can guess what their story is about, based solely on the picture they have chosen. Time management by the teacher is very important; if the preparation of the story or the guessing takes too much time they may not be able to finish the task within the framework of one lesson.
Lesson Outcomes: By the end of the lesson the students should be able to understand how it feels to be judged by the first impression.
Terms and Concepts to Understand: discrimination, prejudice, intelligent guess, active listening

Content and Instructional Strategies: 

· Beginning of Lesson: When the groups are provided with their tasks, the teacher has to set the time limit for each part of the task. The teacher may help the students to decide about the photo by asking questions like: ‘Which situation is familiar to you?’ ‘Which photo do you like the best?’ ‘What do you think the purpose of the photo is in the paper?’ ‘Seeing this photo, what kind of story do you expect to read in connection with the image?’ 
· Middle of Lesson: While the group members are working, the teacher should go around the classroom, watch the time but should not help the students forming the story itself.
· End of Lesson: The teacher has to make sure that the students realize the goal of the task: that judging for the first sight is not an appropriate way of dealing with people/situations.
Reviewing and Using the Lesson: At the end of the lesson the teacher should review the terms ‘discrimination’ ‘equality’ and ‘prejudice’ with the class. If time allows, they should come up with typical prejudicial behavior from everyday life and with possible ways to change attitudes.
Extending the Lesson: Giving the students a politically correct version of the fairy tale Little Red Riding Hood (available: http://philip.greenspun.com/zoo/red-riding-hood) to read as homework and to point out possible prejudicial elements in the story. Good way of reviewing the terms above and also a funny task, the text itself being funny.
Enrichment: The learning strategies during this lesson may be the group work and later the evaluation of the homework.
Assessment: Assessments that can be utilized to evaluate mastery of the lesson outcomes: participation in the group activity, presentation, critical thinking.
Materials Required: daily newspapers and magazines, scissors to cut the photos, glue, and blank paper
This lesson is provided for nonprofit classroom or youth group use only. No other use of this lesson is permitted without the specific written permission of the copyright holder. Posting this lesson to any website is strictly prohibited. To request permission to use this lesson for any other purpose, please contact Krisztina Racz (kriszta.racz@gmail.com). 
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