Civitas Lessons on Democracy

Lesson Plan Design Suggestions and Considerations

Directions: The following information will help with the development of lesson plans. Not all the sections listed below are recommended; recommended sections are listed in the Civitas Lessons on Democracy Lesson Plan Design. The remaining sections are additional items that lesson plan developers should include in the lesson if relevant. The remarks or questions that follow each category illustrate considerations that lesson plan developers might take into account as lessons are developed. They should not be perceived as the only considerations to take into account. 

A. Lesson Contributors

1. Partnership: Please include the state or country for each site in the partnership.

2. Primary Contact: Please list the name, address, phone number, and email address of the primary contact person for the lesson.

3. Lesson Writers/Contributors/Reviewers: Include the name, title, and organizational affiliation for all developers, writers, scholars, and reviewers included in the lesson development process.

B. Lesson Information

1. Grade Level/Age: What is the grade level or age most appropriate for this lesson?

2. Themes: Categories include the Foundations of Democracy concepts or other applicable civic education concepts such as constitutionalism, human rights, current events, environment, or comparative public policy.

3. Lesson Title: What name would best describe this lesson and generate interest?

4. Lesson Description: Please provide a one- to two-sentence description of the lesson.

5. Lesson Outcomes: What should students know or be able to do at the end of the lesson? 

6. Alignment to Standards or Mandates: What particular standards or mandates does this lesson meet? (For U.S. sites only: How does this lesson correlate to the National Standards for Civics and Government and the Common Core State English Language Arts (ELA) Standards for History/Social Studies? Please list correlations here.)

7. Alignment to Center for Civic Education Materials: How does this lesson relate to Center for Civic Education instructional materials thus enhancing the lesson’s learning objectives? 

8. Interdisciplinary: How can this lesson be used to teach across different curricular disciplines? Please describe.

9. Duration: Approximately how long will the lesson take (in hours and minutes)? How long will the various components of the lesson take?

10. Handouts: Please attach all student handouts and teacher resources developed for this lesson. Include citations as appropriate.

11. Permissions. In general, lesson developers should avoid using copyrighted content from sources other than Center publications. If lesson plan developers used any copyrighted material in the lesson, please indicate detailed information about these sources here. If lesson developers have questions regarding Fair Use and Copyright Laws, please click here or contact Mark Gage, Editorial Director at the Center, at gage@civiced.org. 
12. Materials Required: In addition to handouts, what materials are required to complete the lesson (e.g., chart paper, markers, etc.)?

13. Prior Knowledge Required/Prerequisites: What content or skills must the students have mastered in order to successfully complete this lesson?

C. Lesson Procedure/Instructional Procedure

1. Purpose: What is the relevance of this lesson? Why is it important for students to learn the key concepts presented in the lesson?

2. Context: What is the context of the event or issue discussed in the lesson? What factors influenced these events?

3. Terms and Concepts to Understand: What new vocabulary or terms will be introduced during the lesson?

4. Essential Questions: What content is fundamental to the lesson? What questions should students be able to answer after they have mastered the lesson content?

5. Content and Instructional Strategies: Be sure to include instructional strategies used, handouts, activities, and when and where you would check for understanding using “What Do You Think” or critical thinking questions. Describe in detail the steps involved in the beginning, middle, and end of the lesson. For more information see the  interactive instructional teaching and learning strategies taken from the We the People: the Citizen & the Constitution Level 3 teacher’s edition for high school.

6. Differentiation: How can teachers check for student understanding? How will the teacher differentiate instruction so that all students can benefit from the lesson?

7. Reviewing and Using the Lesson: At the end of the lesson, what strategies, questions, or activities can teachers use to review the lesson with students?

8. Extending the Lesson: What strategies can the teacher use to extend the lesson and make additional connections (e.g., journals, homework, and writing letters to newspaper editors)?
9. Enrichment Activities: What enrichment activities will be incorporated into the lesson, such as interactive or project-based learning strategies?

10. Assessment: What assessments can be utilized to evaluate mastery of the lesson outcomes (i.e., performance based, traditional, etc.)?
